

INCLUDEPICTURE "../../../../../My%20Documents/wvflag.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET 
[image: image1.png]



[image: image2.png]



CONSTITUTION

OF THE

WEST VIRGINIA

YOUNG DEMOCRATS

As Amended – April 1, 2006

Morgantown, WV

ARTICLE 1 – NAME


SECTION 1


This organization shall be named the “West Virginia Young Democrats” and shall affiliate with and be part of the “Young Democrats America.”

ARTICLE II – PURPOSE


SECTION 1

The West Virginia Young Democrats are the premier youth political organization in the state of West Virginia.

The West Virginia Young Democrats shall promote the ideals of the Democratic Party platform within the state of West Virginia and across the United States of America.

The West Virginia Young Democrats will educate the citizens of West Virginia about the issues and problems within the state and nation and about what Democrats will do to solve those issues and problem.

The West Virginia Young Democrats will grow the Democratic Party by encouraging Democratic voter registration in the state of West Virginia and by recruiting like minded individuals to become politically active.

The West Virginia Young Democrats will help elect Democratic candidates, participate in the campaign process to elect Democratic officials, and, if possible, guide and train candidates with their knowledge and skills.

The West Virginia Young Democrats will foster the leadership of members, give members experience and knowledge to make them better Democrats, and foster the future’s leaders.  

ARTICLE III – POLICY


SECTION 1

It shall be the policy of the organization in all of its endeavors to contribute to the growth and influence of the Democratic Party, to develop leadership among young people in the Democratic Party, to increase party responsibility, and to maintain and promote harmony within the ranks of the Democratic Party.


SECTION 2

This organization will not endorse or support the candidacy of any person for any public office prior to nomination by the Democratic Party or in any manner give its influence and organization to the cause of any candidate, other than in a general election campaign.


SECTION 3

This organization will support actively and by appropriate means the nominees of the Democratic Party in national, state, and local elections.  Any officer or member of the State Executive Committee publicly supporting another party candidate other than the Democratic nominee shall automatically forfeit their position on the State Executive Committee.

SECTION 4

This organization shall seek, in all of its operations, the advice and cooperation of the state Democratic Executive Committee, and shall be guided by the action of the Democratic Party, in convention assembled, on both the state and national levels.  It shall, at all times, exert every effort within its power to maintain and promote harmony within the ranks of the Democratic Party.

ARTICLE IV – MEMBERSHIP


SECTION 1


The “West Virginia Young Democrats” shall be comprised of duly chartered clubs and affiliate members of Young Democrats in this state.


SECTION 2


Any Democrat who has not attained the age of thirty-six years prior to the beginning of a membership year and who is a member in good standing of a chartered club shall be eligible for membership in this organization.  A membership year shall begin on the first day of January and end the thirty-first day of December, except for colleges, universities, or trade schools, whose membership year shall begin the first day of September and end the thirty-first day of August.  Any person who has eligibility pursuant to this section who is not a member of a local club may become an affiliate member upon remitting one dollar in annual dues.  An affiliate member shall be a member of the West Virginia Young Democrats with all the rights and privileges attendant thereto.  Affiliate members may caucus at any time prior to the calling of the State Convention for the purpose of electing delegates to the State Convention in accordance with Article VI, Section 2 of this Constitution.


SECTION 3


Democrats in good standing who have attained the age of thirty-six years by the first day of the current membership year and who have rendered service of outstanding character in the advancement of ideals and principals of the Democratic Party shall be eligible for Associate Membership in this organization without voting privileges.


SECTION 4


Each affiliated local club shall permit membership without regard to race, religion, national origin or sex, handicap, veteran status, or sexual orientation, and no affiliated local club shall segregate its members on the basis of race religion, national origin, sex, handicap, veteran status, or sexual orientation.

SECTION 5


All approved memberships forms by the Young Democrats of America may be mailed, faxed, or e-mailed but must be submitted to the President, along with a statement from the local club President, certifying that the forms are correct and along with membership dues, prior to the calling of State Convention.  Associate members must be identified separately.  Members belonging to more than one club must be identified by the President as only belonging to the club nearest to the individual’s residence address.  Membership dues in such cases will remain with the State Organizations.  In addition, local club Presidents must submit to the President a list of officers of the local club for the current year.  Each local club shall submit annually when it charters a copy of the Constitution and By-Laws to the President.


SECTION 6


Each local club will remit to the President prior to the calling of the State Convention membership dues for members on the basis of one dollar for each member, not to include Associate members, in good standing for the membership year period, as certified in Article IV, Section 5.  All funds received by the State Organization shall be subject to an audit by a Public Accountant approved by the State Executive Committee.  A report of receipts and disbursements shall be transmitted to all clubs in good standing by the President.


SECTION 7


A member may be expelled by a three-fourths vote of the governing body of a local club for disloyalty to or failure to support the Democratic Party, or for any conduct, wither criminal or degrading in character, provided that any member so expelled shall have the right to appeal to the State Executive Committee of the Democratic Party.

ARTICLE V – LOCAL CLUBS


SECTION 1


The local units of this organization shall be known as clubs.  No more than one club may be organized, in any county, except affiliated clubs as the county club may deem necessary. Two or more counties may combine to form regional clubs contingent upon the approval of Article V, Section 4.]  Also, a High School or College club will be allowed in all High Schools or Colleges in West Virginia regardless of whether a county club is already in existence or formed later.  Further, any club in existence at the time of adoption of this Constitution shall have the right to continue its existence and maintain its organization.  A club organized in the District of Columbia, consisting solely of West Virginian natives, shall be eligible as a local unit for this organization.

SECTION 2


The official name of each club shall be “Young Democrats of the County, Multi-County Region, College, University, Trade, or Business School;” provided, however, that any local unit of this organization now organized shall have the right to retain its present name.


SECTION 3


The minimum membership required to obtain a charter for a local club shall be ten persons, exclusive of associate members; and must pay a charter fee as provided for in the By-Laws.


SECTION 4

Any group of young Democrats desiring to form a local club and to become affiliated with this organization shall apply to the President for a charter. Multi-County Regional clubs must provide the names of whole counties represented. If a charter is refused by the President, he shall notify the local club, in writing, within thirty days of receipt of the application.  The decision in granting or refusing a charter shall be subject to appeal to the State Executive Committee of the organization.  Such appeal must be demanded in writing addressed to the President within fifteen days from notification of the decision.  If the State Executive Committee refuses the charter, its decision may be appealed to the annual State Convention.


SECTION 5


Each local club shall adopt a Constitution and By-Laws for its guidance.  Any provisions of the Constitution and By-Laws of a local club that are in conflict with the state Constitution of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” or the National Constitution of the “Young Democrats of America” shall be inoperative and void, granting latitude toward organizations that must also be officially recognized by official organizing guidelines for a High School, Trade School, Business School, or University.    Each club shall submit, within ninety days after its organization, a copy of its Constitution and By-Laws for the inspection and approval or disapproval of the state President.


SECTION 6

The State Executive Committee, after notice and a hearing, may after an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present at the meeting, cancel or deny the charter of a club for violation of the Constitution or By-Laws of the “Young Democrats of America,” or the Constitution or By-Laws of the “West Virginia Young Democrats,” or for conduct that the State Executive Committee considers to be a discredit to this organization or the Democratic Party, provided that appeal of the cancellation of the charter of any local club may be appealed to the annual State Convention.

SECTION 7

The President shall maintain membership records concerning all local clubs on a membership year basis.  A directory of all local clubs, including club name, officers, location, and meeting dates, shall be compiled.  The President, shall, upon request of any duly chartered local club, or State Executive Committee member, send a directory to such local club within two weeks of the receipt of the request.  The President shall make such directory available to any announced candidate(s) who has filed intentions in writing to the President.


SECTION 8

All local clubs shall elect officers either annually or biannually, and must notify the President of any change in officers of the local club.

ARTICLE VI – ANNUAL STATE CONVENTION


SECTION 1

This organization shall assemble a State Convention in odd-numbered years between the months of January and May for the purpose of electing officers.  In even-numbered years this organization shall hold a Platform and Constitutional Revision Convention.  The time and place of each State Convention will be determined by the President with consultation from the Executive Committee.


SECTION 2

Each local club shall be entitled to four delegates for its ten members, and in addition, one delegate for each additional twenty-five members, or major fraction thereof, over and above the first ten members, who are certified in good standing, by no later than the 31st of January of the year of the State Convention.  Associate memberships will not be included in determination of eligible delegates for a local club.  The President, prior to calling of the State Convention, shall cause to be legibly reproduced and submitted to each local club President a statement of the total number of members of each local club for the current year and the number of delegates to which each local club is entitled at the State Convention for the current year.  Each caucus or affiliate members shall be entitled to four delegates for ten affiliate members or fraction thereof, over and above the first ten members, who are certified in good standing, prior to the calling of the State Convention.

SECTION 3

Each duly registered delegate shall be entitled to one vote.  During the absences of a delegate, a duly selected and registered alternate may act and vote in his place.  A delegate’s vote shall be cast only by himself or by a duly selected and registered alternate and shall not be cast by proxy.  At any time, only duly registered delegates or alternates will be entitled to a voice in official State Convention proceedings.


SECTION 4

In all cases of voting at the State Convention, the total number of votes cast by ant delegation shall not exceed the number of duly qualified registered delegates or alternates.  If at least twenty-five percent (25%) of a delegation is present on the floor, the chair of the delegation may vote the quantity of votes to which the delegation is entitled.


SECTION 5

Seating areas during the annual State Convention will consist of a delegate section to correspond with official club delegate lists, as specified in Article VI, Section 3, and an observer section.  Only persons who are duly registered delegates or alternates, and who are displaying official credentials of registration, will be permitted seating in the delegate section.  All other persons, including associate members and visitors, will be seated in the observer section in the official State Convention proceedings.  The presiding State Convention officer shall appoint a Sergeant-At-Arms who, in cooperation with the President, will enforce this section.


SECTION 6

A quorum shall be considered in existence when the State Convention is called to order by the President at the time it was scheduled to open and five clubs or twenty-five percent (25%) of the chartered clubs with representation of fifty percent (50%) of eligible delegates, are in attendance.


SECTION 7

The Credentials Committee as well as all State Convention Committees shall have one representative from every county who has submitted all the information required by Article IV, Section 5 of this Constitution to the President prior to the calling of the State Convention.  The President shall have the authority to appoint a temporary Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary of all the Committee Representatives from the Counties, who are chosen by their County President, on those committees shall have the right to elect by majority vote a permanent Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary.


SECTION 8

The President shall provide bona fide copies of all membership forms to the Credentials Committee.  The Credentials Committee shall not certify any club or delegate until all forms and documents have been received.  All information supplied to the Credentials Committee shall be open to public inspection during the time the committee is meeting.


SECTION 9

The state President shall notify all clubs of the calling of a Convention at least thirty days in advance.

ARTICLE VII – OFFICERS


SECTION 1

The officers of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” shall be elected by qualified delegates of local clubs in convention assembled and shall hold office for two years or until their successors are installed.  The officers shall consist of: President, Executive Vice-President, Three District Directors, one from each congressional district, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, National Committeeman, National Committeewoman.  The Vice-President of Policies, Press Secretary, College Coordinator, Teen Young Democrat President, Correspondence, Parliamentarian, Minority Affairs Coordinator, and Women’s Affairs Coordinator are appointed by the President until the next election.  The State Executive Committee shall consist of the above-named elected officers, the retiring state President, acting ex-officio, non-voting, provided that the President Emeritus already has a vote on the State Executive Committee from another position, the President, and two representatives from each congressional district and elected National Young Democrat Officers to include positions elected regionally, from West Virginia.


SECTION 2

The President is eligible to hold only two two-year terms.  Any member is eligible to hold office, other than President, for only two two-year terms in succession, although an officer elected to a vacancy of one year or less shall be eligible for two full terms.


SECTION 3

The President of the State Organization shall be an ex-officio chairman of the State Executive Committee.


SECTION 4

State officers shall be elected and members of the State Executive Committee shall be appointed for a period of two years or until their successors are elected and installed.  Terms of office are to commence following the adjournment of the Business Session of each State Convention held during the odd-numbered years.  No local club shall have more than three elected state officers.


SECTION 5

The delegates of the State Convention from each congressional district shall caucus at the Convention for the purpose of electing their District Coordinators.  They will then select and report to the State Convention, for approval and electing, two persons to represent their own district as members of the State Executive Committee.  At least two clubs must represent the District on the Executive Committee if numerically possible.


SECTION 6

The President, the Vice-President, the Secretary, and the Treasurer shall perform the duties assigned to their respective offices.  In the event of a vacancy in the office of the President, the elected Vice-President shall assume the office and duties of the President.  The Treasurer shall prepare in conjunction with, and subject to approval by, the State Executive Committee, at the beginning of the fiscal year, an annual budget, checks, drafts, or other instruments drawn upon funds of the “West Virginia Young Democrats,” for approved expenses shall be signed by the Treasurer or the President of the “West Virginia Young Democrats.”  The Treasurer shall submit, at each annual State Convention, a financial report of the “West Virginia Young Democrats.”  This report shall be distributed to each local unit of the “West Virginia Young Democrats,” prior to or at the opening of the State Convention.  Any duly elected officer shall be eligible for reimbursement of actual expenses incurred in the performance of official duties with the consent and approval of the President or Treasurer of the State Executive Committee.


SECTION 7

The President shall appoint, by and with the advice of the Executive Committee, delegates and alternates to the National Convention of the “Young Democrats of America.”  At least one delegate shall be appointed from each congressional district.

SECTION 8

The State Executive Committee shall meet at least four times a year, with at least one meeting held in each Congressional District.  The meeting shall be hosted by a local club in that district.  The time and place for such meeting may be fixed by the President, and members of the Committee shall be notified of the time and place of the meeting at least 14 days in advance.  Additional meetings may be called by the President either upon his own initiative or upon written request by one-third of the members of the State Executive Committee.  In the event the President refuses to call such additional meetings requested by one-third of the members of the State Executive Committee, such a meeting may be called by any duly elected Vice-President who shall preside.  Under such circumstances, only action receiving majority vote of the total State Executive Committee shall be binding on the “West Virginia Young Democrats.”  

SECTION 9

The President shall direct the affairs of the organization as its administrative officer and shall submit an annual report to the State Convention concerning trends and suggestions for the organization.


SECTION 10

The Executive Vice-President shall assist the President in performance of his duties.


SECTION 11

The President shall perform such duties as directed by the State Executive Committee.  In addition, he shall perform duties specified and set forth in the Constitution and he shall compile the minutes of the State Convention proceedings.


SECTION 12

The Recording Secretary, or appointed member, shall keep a record of all meetings of the State Executive Committee and post them on an official “West Virginia Young Democrats Listserve” in a timely fashion.  A copy of the minutes, and a copy of all records included in Article V, Section 7, will be forwarded to the West Virginia Democratic Executive Committee for storage.  The West Virginia Young Democrats shall maintain control of these records.

SECTION 13

The Treasurer shall receive and disburse all funds of the organization.  He shall keep a record of receipts and disbursements, which shall be audited, and he shall be bonded in an amount which shall be fixed by the State Executive Committee.  The premiums on the bond shall be paid from organizational funds.


SECTION 14

All elective officers of this organization shall be restricted to members in good standing of affiliated clubs only who have reached the age of sixteen (16) years and who have not attained the age of thirty-four (34) years when elected. Eligibility for the offices of President, Executive Vice President, Recording Secretary, Treasurer, National Committeeman, and National Committeewoman shall be restricted to members in good standing of affiliated clubs only who have reached the age of eighteen (18) years and who have not attained the age of thirty-four (34) years when elected.

SECTION 15

Vacancies occurring in state offices, except for the President, or in the State Executive Committee, or among the State’s Representatives on the National Executive Committee, may be filled by the State Executive Committee.


SECTION 16

The State Executive Committee will ensure compliance of the actions of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” with the provisions of this Constitution and the Constitution and By-Laws of the “Young Democrats of America.”  To the extent that a conflict exists between the provisions of this Constitution and the Constitution or By-Laws of the “Young Democrats of America,” the provisions of this Constitution shall take precedence.


SECTION 17

The State Executive Committee is empowered to adopt By-Laws which shall be written and made available to all members for the conduct of business of the “West Virginia Young Democrats.”  The By-Laws may be amended by: a two-thirds vote of the State Executive Committee or by the State Convention.


SECTION 18

The State Executive Committee may, by the adoption of bylaws, prescribe standards of performance for its members, and may further provide that failure to comply with the prescribed standards of performance shall be deemed a forfeiture of office or forfeiture of State Executive Committee membership.


SECTION 19

All executive officers shall attend scheduled meetings, absent an excused absence.  Any executive officer that fails to attend two consecutive scheduled meetings without an excused absence shall be subject to removal from her or his position.

ARTICLE VIII – STUDENT ORGANIZATION


SECTION 1

The State Executive Committee may provide for the organization of the students at any high school, college or university, trade, or business school, in West Virginia, student clubs and members thereof shall have the same privileges and responsibilities as required by the Constitution.


SECTION 2

It shall be permissible to organize a student club separate from, or in addition to, another local club.

ARTICLE IX – AMENDMENTS

SECTION 1

This Constitution may be amended by a two-thirds vote of the delegates present at any regular State Convention.


SECTION 2

Any proposed amendment must be submitted in writing to the President before the opening session of the State Convention at which said proposed amendment is to be considered.  Any proposed amendments which, after proper submission, are adopted by any regular State Convention, shall be considered amendments to this Constitution and added to the Constitution of the “West Virginia Young Democrats.”

ARTICLE X – IMPEACHMENT


SECTION 1

Any officer or member of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” may be impeached by misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance of assigned duties.  Impeachment shall be by two-thirds vote of the State Executive Committee, or three-fifths of the State Convention.

SECTION 2

A petition signed by two-thirds of the State Executive Committee declaring initiation of specific impeachment shall be required to call such a meeting, or a two-thirds of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” officers.


SECTION 3

A signed petition of two-thirds of the registered delegates of the State Convention declaring initiation of specific impeachment shall be required to place such proceedings on the order of business of the State Convention.


SECTION 4

Provisions shall be made on the agenda of an impeachment meeting for the presentation of charges against the particular officer and for the response of the officer to these charges.

ARTICLE XI – LISTSERVE 


SECTION 1

The “West Virginia Young Democrats” shall have the official electronic listserve run by the State President, or Presidential appointee known as the Listserve Administrator.  The purpose of this listserve shall be to disseminate information about the meetings and events on a local and statewide basis.


SECTION 2

Membership on the listserve shall be open to any member of a chartered club.  Also, anyone deemed by the President to have an interest in the activities of the organization shall be permitted to belong to the listserve.


SECTION 3
Any member in a chartered club shall be able to directly post on the listserve.


SECTION 4

Any member using the listserve must follow the requirements ascribed to members of any of the Young Democrats of America’s listserves, including restrictions on inappropriate, offensive, or threatening language, or any postings which may be or are in violation of law, may be subject to removal without warning by the listserve administrator.  Any subsequent removal from an official listserve of the “West Virginia Young Democrats” may be appealed to the Executive Committee. 

Amended:

6/24/93

9/24/95

2/10/01
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4/01/06
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